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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 November 2003 . 
2s)M This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [x] Claim(s) 10,12,14 and 16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) M Claim(s) 10 and 16 is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 12 and 14 is/are rejected. < 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objectionto the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 

Attach ment(s) 

1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) CH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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not included in this action can be found in a prior 



Claims 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable overTada in 
combination with Contiero et al. 

The rejection is maintained as stated in the paper mailed 10/20/03. 

Applicant argues that the reference do not disclose performing the disclosed steps for the purpose 
of controlling the threshold voltage and setting the breakdown voltage but instead discloses adjusting gate 
oxide thickness for the purpose of setting the breakdown voltage. However, it is not necessary for the 
reference to disclose that the process of the reference is performed to achieve the same goals as applicant 
or to obtain the same advantages recognized by applicant. It is sufficient that the process suggested by the 
reference alone or in combination with the remaining references is encompassed by the instant claims. As 
stated in the office action mailed 10/20/03, the recited results would be obtained because in the process of 
the combination the same materials are treated in the same manner as in the instant invention. The 
additional teachings pointed to do not negate those relied on. Applicant's argument regarding the use of 
the same thickness of gate oxide for both transistors is not well taken because the claims are not so limited. 

Applicant argues that there is no motivation to combine the teachings of Tada and Contiero et al as 
argued. To further clarify the examiner's position, Tada does disclose forming a high voltage transistor but 
does not disclose forming one having the first conductivity type. Contiero is relied upon as teaching the 
suitability of forming the high voltage transistor of Tada as having the first conductivity type. It would have 
been within the scope of one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Tada and Contiero et al 
to enable the high voltage transistor formation step of Tada to be performed according to the teachings of 
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Contiero et al because one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to look to analogous art 
teaching alternative suitable or useful methods of performing the disclosed high voltage transistor 
formation step of Tada and art recognized suitability for an intended purpose has been recognized to be 
motivation to combine. MPEP 2144.07. 

Applicant argues that the invention was not considered as a whole pointing to the recognized 
advantages and intended purpose of the invention. However, as discussed above it is not necessary for 
the reference to disclose that the process of the reference is performed to achieve the same goals as 
applicant or to obtain the same advantages recognized by applicant. It is sufficient that the process 
suggested by the reference alone or in combination with the remaining references is encompassed by the 
instant claims. 

Applicant argues that the references were not considered as a whole. However, applicant does not 
indicate which teachings relied on are rendered invalid by the remaining disclosures of the references. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this acton. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this 
final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, 
and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory 
action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to the 
Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956 until 2/4/04. See MPEP 203.08. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to examiner George Fourson whose telephone number is (703) 308-2544 until 2/4/04 and 
(571)272-1860 thereafter. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Olik 
Chaudhuri, can be reached on (703) 306-2794 until 2/4/04 and (571)272-1855 thereafter. The fax number 
for this group is 703-872-9306 for before final submissions, 703-872-9306 for after final submissions and 
the customer service number for group 2800 is (703)306-3329. Updates can be found at 



http://www.uspto.gov/web/info/2800.htm. 




George rourson 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2823 



GFourson 
January 20, 2004 



